
On October  26,  2018,  the 
"21 Univers i ty  Students 
International Gala" jointly 

sponsored by the School of Liberal 
Arts of the People's University of 
China(PUC), Tencent News, and 
the International Writing Centre of 
Oriental Literature was he ld at PUC， 
to make tribute to the "Literary Figure 
of 2019" British writer Ian McEwan, 
for his outstanding contribution to the 
art of narrative because of his charm, 
style and sharp wisdom. McEwan, 
70 years of age, came to China for 
the first time to join the ceremony.
In December, Chinese writer Zhu 
Tianwen was  awarded  "Globa l 
Chinese Literature Honor Writer".

The "21 Univers i ty  Students 

International Gala" was founded in 
2016. Every year, it pays tribute to a 
writer who has a world influence, who 
is creative to literature, and pays close 
attention to the love, dilemmas and 
ideals of human beings. The award 
was judged by a rigorous  procedure 
and a unique review system, with 
a  p r ize  o f  10 ,000  do l la r s .  The 
preliminary reviewers are composed 
of academic authors and top writers 
while the final judges are composed of 
21 college students and young writers, 
representing the Chinese youth's 
vision of the world and literature.

McEwan was born in England in 
1948. At the age of 27, his debut novel 
First Love, Last Rites has made him world 
famous. So far, 17 works of McEwan 

have been translated into Chinese. 2016's 
winner is Amos Klausner, an outstanding 
modern Israeli writer. His works 
include Where the Jackals Howl, and other 
stories. 2017's winner is Swedish poet 
and novelist Kjell Espmark, his works 
include the biographical novel The Age 
of Oblivion, Béla Bartók against the Third 
Reich and Hoffmanns försvar.

(translated by Xiao Jianpeng)

From April 22 to May 13, 
famous writer Ning Ken 
moved to "October Writer 

Residence, Prague". Previously, 
Ningken's novel Tian Zang was 
translated by the Czech sinologist 
and translator Li Zuzana and was 
published by the Czech publisher 
Verzone Press in January. The 
book was considered to be one of 
the fruits of the project "October 
Writer Residence".

The book received enthusiastic 
feedback from Czech readers. 
During the 2019 Prague Book 
Fair, Ning Ken accepted a special 
in t e r v i e w  w i t h  t h e  f a m o u s 
Czech weekly magazine "tvar" 
and became the first Chinese 
writer to be interviewed by the 
magazine. During his stay, he 

created the short story Train, 
which is part of his short story 
collections City and Year and 
will be published by Beijing 
Oc tober  L i t e ra tu re  and  Ar t 
Publishing House.

"October Writer Residence" 
is an important platform for 
Beijing Publishing Group to 
expand publishing cooperation in 
countries and regions along the 
"Belt and Road Initiative" and 
has become an important literary 
brand in the literary world at home 
and abroad. Since the creation 
of the October Writer in Prague, 
famous writers Yu Hua, Su Tong, 
Ge Fei, Wu Yuchu, Ma Yuan, 
Han Shaogong, Ye Guangqin, and 
famous translator Liu Wenfei have 
previously been guests.
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Chinese Writer Ning Ken settled in
 "October writer residence, Prague"
作家宁肯入驻"十月作家居住地·布拉格"

13th September is the 
tradit ional  Chinese 
Mid-Autumn Festival 

this year. Chinese people 
have always had the habit 
of  ea t ing mooncakes  on 
this occasion. The People's 
Literature Publishing House, 
New Oriental Group and the 
well-known pastry brand 
21cake jointly launched the 
"Grand Masters and Moon 
and Poetry" mooncakes, with 
a price of 199 yuan per box. 
5,200 boxes were sold in two 
weeks and the sales revenue 
reached one million yuan. 

At  the  end  of  Ju ly,  a 
young editor of the PLPH 
proposed that the four major 
l i te rary  works  of  China 
that PLPH newly published 
could be used as the theme 
of mooncakes. In this way, 
poetry can be injected into the mooncakes to 
reflect the literary artistic conception of the 
traditional festival. This idea was quickly 
recognized. Dayu Culture of the New Oriental 
Group participated in the design of the 
mooncake gift box, printing the translation of 
the ancient poems by Mr. Xu Yuanchong on 
the mooncake box and was responsible for the 
sale of new products and group purchases.

The branded Mooncakes choose Li Bai, Du 
Fu, Su Shi and Ouyang Xiu as representatives 
of the elements of mountain, water, cloud 
and pavilion, and further result in a box of 
mooncakes with four flavours. The fillings 
of the mooncakes are related to the literary 
works of the ancient poets. For example, Li 

Bai's mooncake has fillings of black sugar and 
rose petals, because he is a romantic poet. Du 
Fu's mooncake, on the other hand, has fillings 
of black sugar and miscellaneous grains, 
because unlike Li Bai, who is always above 
the worldly affairs, Du Fu cares about ordinary 
people's lives.

The project's success was beyond expectation, 
with the help of the right theme of "poetry and 
moon", and the perfect collaboration of PLPH, 
Dayu Culture and 21cake. It is reported that 
PLPH will launch a very auspicious "New Year 
Gift Box" in December this year. This gift box 
will by creative by a handful of influential authors 
with exquisite content.    

                            (translated by Xiao Jianpeng)

Why does this publisher make mooncakes?
这家出版社为何要做月饼？

■By Le Yi

Prague, Czech Republic, FRA Literature Cafe, Ning Ken participates in 
the Tian Zang reading event

English writer Ian McEwan awarded "Literary 
Figure of 2019" elected by Chinese Youths
英国作家麦克尤恩获得中国青年评选的"2019年度致敬文学人物"
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