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At this year's BIBF, Guangxi Normal University 
Press Group announced four artists were the winners of 
"The Arts Bridge 2020". The press will hold a launch 
of "The Arts Bridge 2020" at the Frankfurt Book Fair. 
This is one of the press's major activities for going 
abroad. 

The four winners are "Artist of the Year" Xu Bing, 
"Designer of the Year" Yang Mingjie, "Honour of the 
Year" Zhu Zheqin, and "Manufacturer of the Year" Xu 
Gang. These four artists all have won major awards in 
art and design before both in China and abroad, and all 
have great influence and fame.

Yang Mingjie says that he hopes to meet Dieter 
Zimmer, who was his tutor when he studied in 
Germany a decade ago, he also wants to meet his 
German friends in designing field to catch up and 
chat with them. Zhu Zheqin, who is participating 
at Frankfurt for the first time, says that when she 
was young, German classical music and art are 
what sparked her interest in music and made a deep 
impression upon her. Contemporary German art, 
design, film, dance and other creative fields have a 
very important influence on art and artists worldwide. 
Examples include the band Rammstein, film director 
Wim Wenders, Pina Bausch's dance troupe, sculptor 
Anselm Kiefer, and artist Joseph Beuys.

Yang Mingjie says that, The Arts Bridge is a 
great interaction platform that can serve to promote 
contemporary Chinese art to the outside world, and 
that's a great honour to be selected as the "2020 
Designer of the year". "Currently, there isn't enough 
understanding abroad of Chinese artists, designers and 
what's going on right now; The Arts Bridge functions as 

a bridge for modern Chinese culture to be disseminated 
abroad. Chinese designers and artists can also use 
this bridge to understand what's going on with art and 
design abroad. Looking at it from an international 
perspective, high-quality Chinese art and design books 
are underrepresented in terms of market share and 
quality, but in reality modern China has already poured 
out a number of very good artists and designers. I hope 
that more projects like The Arts Bridge will appear, and 
allow the entire world to see the achievements of high-
quality Chinese art and culture.

Xu Gang believes that The Arts Bridge is a kind 
of weathervane. Through participating, he hopes that 
"local creations" can act as testaments to the time 
period, and to see the collision of more artistic thoughts 
and creation continuing to bring about new forms. As a 
Chinese designer, he feels strongly that more Chinese 
design books tend to focus on design observation and 
classification on the ontrast between past and present, 
whereas those that discard the limitations of the 
timeline and raise thoughts and questions about future 
society, bringing along different axes of thoughts to 
inspire and influence are relatively few.

Zhu Zheqin says it's been less than a decade since 
China started to roll out creative activities. China needs 
to transform from a country that got rich being the 
world's factory into a society with more cultures, more 
values, and more innovation in order to be a better 
place! So many Chinese artists, designers and cultural 
personages are getting with the changing times, and 
taking up positions at the forefront of change. This 
is the change of an age and a group of people. "The 
World Sees" (a charity project for Chinese innovation 

conducted by Zhu in 2009 in conjunction with the 
United Nations Development Programme) has already 
transformed from being a UN charity project into a 
brand with social enterprise attributes. On the tenth 
anniversary of the project, stories have been collected 
into a book that will be published; this is an example 
of a very valuable collection of recollections. She also 
hopes that more people in China will continue down 
this kind of route, and that handicrafts in relation with 
the project can go out into the world. She says that in 
the past her musical albums became a documentary, 
and in the same way she hopes that this publication can 
be transformed into music or design objects.

Additionally, Yang Mingjie's book for the Arts 
Bridge Project, Design Fusion: Jamy Yang's Design 
Deconstructing West and East will be published at the 
book fair, at the same time he will bring his work that 
previously won the German Red Dot award, Virtual 
Landscape, to the fair. This work expresses the fusion 
of real and meaningful digital culture and humanistic 
elements through a combination of a virtual network 
architecture and Suzhou-style garden design.

Xu Gang's new book Refashioning Concrete: Design 
by Bentu will also be exhibited at the fair. This book 
gathers eight years of "local creation", against the 
backdrop of industrial sites in the Pearl River Delta 
region, showing the use of concrete over time for 
a continued view of the results of observation and 
implementation. It raises the view that concrete exists 
in a form of society. Concrete is a modern material that 
has the function of openness and spirited international 
character; in the process of a city's globalisation, it 
represents the face of the times.


