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冯骥才 Feng Jicai

Feng Jicai was an important figure in the reactive 
"scar literature" and "retrospective literature" 
movements that directly followed the Cultural 
Revolution. Not only did he publish short stories and 
novellas that defined and now represent those genres, 
he continued to criticize the extremes of the Cultural 
Revolution in essays, interviews as well as through 
the novel Ten Years of Madness: An Oral History of 
the Cultural Revolution, which has been translated into 
English twice. Later on in the nineties his literary focus 
moved toward the cultural history of his native 
Tianjin, and his stories began to incorporate the 
myth ical (like the novella The Three-Inch Golden 
Lotus, published in English by the University of 
Hawai'i in 1996).

《俗世奇人》
Extraord inary  People  in  Our 

Ordinary World

Extraordinary People in Our Ordinary World 
is a short story collection firstly published in 2008, 
with 18 concise stories in a half classical Chinese, half 
modern style. A new expanded edition of 36 stories was 
released in 2016.This collection focused on the life of 
ordinary people in the city of Tianjin in the late Qing 
early Republic period. Each piece is a biography of one 
legendary character, inspired by folk tales that circulate 
in Tianjin at the time. The book won the 7th Lu Xun 
Literature Award for best short stories in 2018.

霍艳Huo Yan

Born in 1987, Huo Yan is a writer of 
novels, short stories, screenplays and criticism. 
She began writing at the age of 13 and won 
her first literary prize at the age of 14. She 
is the author of eight books, and her work 
has been published in magazines including 
Harvest, October and Beijing Literature. She holds 
a Doctorate of Contemporary Literature. In 
2013, she held the Rewi Alley Fellowship at 
the Michael King Writers Centre in Auckland, 
and wrote Dry Milk. She lives in Beijing.

《奶粉》
D r y  M i l k  G i r a m o n d o 

Publishing(Australia)(July,2019)

John Lee is a migrant from Beijing who has 
lived in Auckland for three decades. Formerly 
a librarian, he leads an increasingly lonely and 
misanthropic life, reduced to selling second-hand 
goods, and living in a marriage of convenience 
with his disabled wife, whom he treats with 
contempt. When he becomes infatuated with a 
young student who lodges in their house, and puts his 
life savings behind a scheme to export powdered milk 
to China, the dubious balance with which he has held 
his life together comes apart, and feelings of alienation 
and humiliation turn to violent obsession. Huo Yan's 
novella is a stark portrait of social isolation, and of the 
experience of some of those who left China after the 
Cultural Revolution.

Written by one of the strongest young voices of China's 
post 1980s literary generation, Dry Milk looks back on 
the traumas of the previous generation, with the intensity 
of a writer imagining the most terrifying possibilities of 
cultural displacement.

Other renowned comteporary writers and their works

金宇澄 Jin Yucheng

Jin Yucheng is a Chinese novelist and literary editor. He was born in Shanghai 
in 1952. During the Cultural Revolution, He spent eight years on a farm in 
Northeast China. In 1977, he returned to Shanghai and worked in West Shanghai 
Workers' Culture Palace. Jin Yucheng started to publish works in 1985, His debut 
story, The Lost River won a national essay contest. In 1988, his novel, The Wind 
Birds, won a fiction Award sponsored by Shanghai Literature magazine. At the 
same year, he was transferred to Shanghai Writers Association and worked as an 
editor of Shanghai Literature since then.

Blossoms, his major work published in 2013, is a literary phenomenon of the 
decade, with almost one million copies sold, having won numerous literary 
awards including Mao Dun Literary Award, the most prestigious prize in China. 
Wong Kar-Wai is developing the novel into his next feature film. Rights have 
been sold to US (FSG), France (Gallimard), Spain (Navona), Italy (Guanda) and 
Japan (Hayakawa).

《繁花》
Blossoms  Shanghai Literature &Art Publishing 

House(March,2014)

Told in a series of vignettes, Blossoms follows a group of young 
people in Shanghai as they grow into adulthood in the sixties and 
seventies, even as the country lurches into the Cultural Revolution. 
Thirty years later, they are on the brink of middle-age, and a 
newly-prosperous China is hurtling into the twenty-first century.
The narrative begins with childhood friends Husheng and Ah Bao, 
then slowly fans out to meet their various friends, neighbors and 
lovers. There is no protagonist as such – Husheng and Ah Bao are 
the most constant presences, but their story doesn't drive the novel, 
and they disappear for long stretches. Rather, the author seeks to 
create a vast web of relationships that spreads across Shanghai, 

and occasionally farther afield. Blossoms weaves the two significant 
eras into a tapestry of love, desire, memory and nostalgia, a tale of 
ordinary and extraordinary events.

林白Lin Bai

Lin Bai was born in Guangxi Province in 1958 and sent down to the 
countryside after middle school. She began publishing in 1990s and immediately 
established herself as a writer of women's literature to the extent that her work 
sought to define and explore the nature of a uniquely female psychology. 
Her most outstanding work so far has been the 1994 novel A Woman's War, 
which depicts the life of a young woman from southern C hina as she comes to 
understand herself physically and psychologically.Lin Bai's work, which comes 
as close to the Western-defined "women's literature" and "literature of the body" 
as any Chinese author has so far, features female main characters from southern 
China and frequently employs a retrospective narrative style. Feminine sexuality 
and homosexuality are common themes. Heavy flavors of autobiography are 

present.

《一个人的战争》
A Woman's War Guangdong Flower City Publishing 

House(August,2019),320p

Duomi, the protagonist of Lin Bai's autobiographical novel,A 
Woman's War, details the instinctual urges as a child exploring 
the sensations of her own private parts and does so by enlisting 
another girl's assistance. It begins by relating the experience of a 
girl's masturbation. It ends with the girl, Duomi, selling out her own 
marriage. In between the novel relates how she gets pregnant out 
of wedlock, has a miscarriage, and these sorts of experiences. As 
Duomi grows up, however, she learns to consider intimacy with other 

women as abnormal and comes to identify her childhood same-sex play 
as shameful. Even though Lin does not explicitly criticize homophobia 
as a social construct, her depiction of a protagonist who constrains 
her own spontaneous polymorphous desires because of society's 
prejudices against homosexuals sets the stage for future critiques of 
lesbian self-denial. At one level of meaning, this novel subverts male-
dominated society. However, male critics really welcomed the work, and 
enthusiastically praised it.


