
Cai Jun

With his boundless
imagination, compel-
ling suspense plots,
and rigorous logic,
Cai Jun is one of Chi-
na's preeminent crime
writers. His writing is
a blend of social mys-
tery and hard- boiled
crime, transcending
the mere puzzle solv-
ing of the genre and
stimulating profound
social reflection.

Cai has published more than 30
works and sold more than 15 mil-
lion copies in Chinese, with novels
including Spring Night, Tomb
Guardians, Murder Like Waters
Past, The Longest Night of All, and
Heaven's Secret. His writing has been featured in major
Chinese literary journals including Harvest, People's Lit⁃
erature, Contemporary Shanghai Literature, October, Ji⁃
angnan, China Writers, and more.

The recipient of numerous awards in his home coun-
try, Cai was awarded the Mao Dun Newcomer Award,
the Phoenix Literature Award, the Liang Yusheng Litera-
ture Award, and others. His The Ghost Inn was one of
the Top 5 list of the TOP 10 Japanese Translation Award
in 2024. His work has been translated into more than ten
languages and adapted for film, television, and stage.
His directorial film debut is The Story of X.

Considered an idealistic and innovative suspense nov-
elist, Cai lays claim to a sharp and unique sensitivity to
the world he lives in. Comma Press in the UK describes
Cal as“one of China's bestselling horror writers”. His
published works are distinctly varied in style yet consis-
tently high in literary quality.

Shi Chen

Shi Chen is a mas-
ter of the “logical
flow”style of detec-
tive fiction, a craft in-
fluenced by golden
age crime writer El-
lery Queen. His writ-
ing is characterized
by a meticulous, lay-
er- by- layer reasoning
process that starts
with the smallest
granular detail, build-
ing out and eliminating impossibili-
ties until only the truth remains.

Shi Chen is best known for titles
including The Broken Chapter of
Sin, The Black Mansion Incident,
and Outlaws of the Marsh Hunter.
His works have garnered interna-

tional acclaim, with translations in languages including
Russian and Vietnamese. His short story The Dying
Woman was published in the prestigious Japanese mag-
azine Hayakawa's Mystery in 2022, and in 2025 he was
invited to contribute to the Mephisto magazine by Japa-
nese publisher Kodansha.

Shi Chen's impact on the genre has been recognized
by the highest authorities in mystery fiction, including a
recommendation from Honkaku Mystery World edited
by Japan's“God of Mystery”, Shijimizu Shota.

Beyond the page, Shi Chen is a pillar of China's crime
writing community, founding Solitary Island Bookstore,
the country's first specialist bookseller for the genre, in
Shanghai in 2021. This evolved into the Mystery Man-
sion in 2023.

Yang Hao

Born in Shanxi in
1987, Yang Hao was
raised in Beijing and
now lives in Dublin.
She is the author of the
novels Novel Noir and
Diablo's Boys. Stories
from her collection
The Long Slumber
have appeared in Eng-
lish translation in the
journals Two Lines
and Copper Nickel.

Yang's fictions move between Bei-
jing, Dublin, London, and other shift-
ing urban spaces, tracing figures sus-
pended between loneliness, estrange-
ment, and disappearance. Writing
with a lucid and poetic detachment,
she probes questions of time, identi-
ty, memory, and escape.

Her debut novel Novel Noir was shortlisted for the
Blancpain- Imaginist Literary Prize in 2019. Diablo's
Boys, translated by Nicky Harman and Michael Day,
was published in English by Balestier Press in 2025 and
nominated for the 2026 Dublin Literary Award.

The Irish Times described Yang Hao as“an exciting
new voice in Chinese literature”, writing from“a back-
ground in literature, film, and art history, shaped by
years of living between languages and geographies”.
Irish writer Mark O'Connell has praised her fiction for
capturing“the loneliness and social atomization of our
hyper-connected, technologized world”.

Chen Chuncheng

Born in 1990 in Fujian and now living in Quanzhou, au-
thor Chen Chuncheng published his debut short story col-
lectionTheSubmarine in theNight in 2020. Taking his in-
fluencesandsettings fromChinesemodernistwriterWang
Zengqi, Chen invokes Borges's labyrinthine fiction, creat-
ing epic grand gardens of prose. Chen uses his distinctive
writing style to explore a wide range of philosophical and
metaphysical themes. The novel Bamboo Peak Temple is
a contemplation of Zen Buddhist sentiment expressed in a

strongly Eastern aes-
thetic, while The Tale
of Cutting Clouds is a
resonant story of per-
sonal spiritual ro-
mance amid the monot-
ony of the daily office
grind. Through his dis-
tinctiveandplayfulsto-
rytelling, Chen treats
all things as an object
for study and fascina-
tion, employing his
wild and unfettered imagination and
infusing his stories with flashes of
playfulwhimsy.

His publishing also includes the
novel The Musician, which garnered
comparisons as varied as Hitchcock's
Rear Window and the mountain for-
est of Tang Dynasty poet Wang Wei. The novel won the
Harvest Novella Award in 2019; In 2020, his short story
collection The Submarine in the Night (its Spanish edi-
tion was published by Aristas Martínez Ediciones in
2022) topped the list of Douban's Chinese Literature of
the year, and was awarded the Blancpain-Imaginist Liter-
ary Prize as well as theWang Zengqi Literary Prize.

Chen Chongzheng

Born in 1983 in
Guangdong province,
Chen Chongzheng is
a writer central to Chi-
na's “new southern
writing” movement.
With his creative
work deeply rooted in
Chaoshan culture, his
stories explore the
spiritual homeland in
fictional places fre-
quently named“Bam-
boo Village”or“Bixi Town”. His
writing explores the conflicts and fu-
sions between tradition and moder-
nity, native lands and the wider
world, and employs elements of
magic realism and science fiction.

His published works include the
novels Returning Tide, The Secret Chamber in the Ba⁃
nana Grove the (the Italian edition was published by Fio-
ri d'Asia Editrice in 2026), The Handbook of Beauty
Town, and Levitation, as well as short story collections
Posthuman Fables, Black Mirror Doppelgänger Tech⁃
nique, and Bamboo Village Narratives.

Chen is the recipient of numerous honors, including
the prestigious Mao Dun Newcomer Award. His writing
has been translated into multiple languages, including
English, Japanese, and Italian, and has been the subject
of international critical acclaim for his storytelling, the-
matic expression, and blend of reality, technology and
imagination.
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Besides famous writers, China also has numerous emerging young writers worth paying attention to. These writers, focusing on their niche

genres, such as Thriller & Suspense, Sci-Fi, Regional Writing, etc., provide international readers with vivid, multidimensional, and authentic view of

contemporary China through a growing number of Chinese works going abroad. We hereby selected some of writers Included in the“Young Chi-

nese Writers International Promotion Program”, which was initiated by the International Department of the China Writers Association and co-orga-

nized by China Publishing & Media Journal and a number of Chinese and international literary institutions at the beginning of the year, with the aim

of introducing contemporary Chinese voices to global audiences through a series of online and offline writer promotion events.

Young Voices, Global Echoes


