
Shen Dacheng

Shen Dacheng is a
writer known for her
blurring of the bound-
aries of time and inven-
tion of spaces. Choos-
ing to remain faithful
to the logic of life and
universal aspects of hu-
man nature, Shen,
whose name is bor-
rowed from a famous
cake shop, employs a
playful sensitivity that
is hinted at beneath her
deeply speculative fiction.

Shen's works depict individuals
struggling with mysterious forces
and uncertain futures, human insti-
tutions that drastically reshape the
world, and people's remarkable capacity to understand—
and tolerate—the strange. Shen has published three
short story collections in Chinese: The Ones in Remem⁃
brance (2017), Asteroids in the Afternoon (2019), and
The Lost One (2021). A new collection, with the work-
ing title Not Circular, But Elliptical, is scheduled for
publication in 2026. Her work has been translated into
numerous languages including English, French, Korean,
Japanese and Norwegian. Her story“The Rambler”,
translated by Cara Healey, was a finalist in the translated
short fiction section of the BSFA Awards in 2024;“The
Attic Novelist”, meanwhile, appears in the anthology
The Book of Shanghai (Comma Press), translated by
Jack Hargreaves.

Shen was praised for her distinctive voice by Chinese
literary giant Su Tong, who noted that“her style is strik-
ingly distinct and unique among contemporary writ-
ers,”, commenting on her“unrestrained, expansive, and
boundless”imagination. She currently serves as an edi-
tor for the influential literary magazine Fiction World.

Sanjiu Yinyu

Sanjiu Yinyu is
the author of online
blockbusters includ-
ing Killing Gods in
the Mental Hospital
and I Am Not a God
of Acting. Employ-
ing themes of urban
supernatural powers
and mythological re-
construction, Killing
Gods is set in a near-
future apocalyptic
world, where he ex-
plores a bizarre realm of revived
gods that are shrouded in mist in a
classic creative style.

A major commercial success in
his homeland, Sanjiu Yinyu's published book series Un⁃
der the Night has sold more than one million copies,
while the animated adaptation of God-Slaying: Mortal
Realm to Divine Domaine was nominated in the Best
Animation category of the 30th Shanghai TV Festival
Magnolia Awards. His international fans include
Charles- Emmanuel Dewees, co- founder of the French
language platform Chireads.com, who described him as
being“so young and full of creative energy”, writing

stories referencing mythological systems from around
the world.“I always look forward to the next chapter”,
says Dewees.

Born in 1999 in Zhenjiang, Jiangsu Province, Sanjiu
Yinyu is vice chairperson of the Jiangsu Network Writ-
ers Association. Sanjiu Yinyu has been selected for the
Newcomer List of the“China Online Literature Influ-
ence List”, won the Best Online Science Fiction Litera-
ture Award at the Macau International Science Fiction
Awards, and has been selected among the“2023 Excel-
lent Chinese Novels”.

Qi Jinnian

At the age of 16,
Qi Jinnian won the
First Prize in the
New Concept Com-
position Competition
and rose to literary
prominence. Her oth-
er works include full-
length novels The
Ember of Time and
The Eye Phone Age,
prose collections Re⁃
member to Forget
and Wandering in
Hengduan Mountains, as well as
the short story collection What
Mountain Didn't Say. She has ed-
ited the anthology series To the
Brightness that Blinds Me, and translated Foster written
by Irish author Clair Keegan. To date, she has published
14 books, with numerous short stories featured in major
literary journals including Harvest, People's Literature,
Contemporary and Selected Stories.

She is the recipient of numerous literary honors, in-
cluding the Most Promising Newcomer Award at the 9th
Chinese Literature Media Awards and the Zijin—Peo-
ple's Literature Star Award for Novels. She once served
as editor- in- chief of Young Writers magazine and pre-
sided over its revision and restructuring.

Qi Jinnian represents a successful transition from an
early icon of“youth literature”to a mature practitioner
of“nature writing”and non-fiction. Her recent work in-
tegrates geological investigation, travel literature, and
humanistic reflection, deeply engaging with the natural
landscapes of the mountains in Southwest China.

Qi Jinnian, pen name of Zhao Qin, was born in 1986,
holds a Master's degree in International Journalism from
Hong Kong Baptist University.

Wen Zhen

Wen Zhen, a post-80s writer, specializes in fiction writ-
ing and also produces literary criticism, essays, and poet-
ry. Her published works include short story collections
Looking for the Key, City of Scents, The Female Gather⁃
er of the Night, Seven; essay collections Simple Joys of
Wind and Sun: Poems and People in the Twenty-Four
Solar Terms, Crossing Boundaries; and poetry collection
A Whale Breaks Through the Ice.

She is the recipient of numerous literary awards, in-
cluding Lao She Literary Award, Mao Dun Literary
Newcomer Award, Chinese Young Writers Award, Octo-
ber Literary Award, Shanghai Literary Award...

Wen Zhen is regarded as a prominent representative
of academic creative writing and urban sentimentalism
in contemporary Chinese literature, specializing in the
emotional lives of the middle class and intellectuals. Her

writing style is charac-
terized by a delicate,
aesthetic sensibility of-
ten described as hav-
ing a sense of“mono
no aware”, showing an
acute ability to capture
subtle psychological
fluctuations.

Some of her short
stories and poems have
been translated into
English, French, Ital-
ian, Spanish, Japanese,
Arabic and other languages and in-
troduced to international readers.
She has been invited to participate
in the Paris Book Fair, Manchester
Literature Festival, Minsk Book
Fair in Belarus, Hong Kong Book Fair, and Macao Liter-
ary Festival.

In 2019, she served as a Chinese- language judge for
the 13th Macao Literary Award. In November 2023, she
was named Writer of the Month at the University of
Leeds, UK. In 2023, the English edition of the short sto-
ry collection Seven (Nothing but the Now), translated
by Dave Haysom, was published by Bridge 21 Publica-
tions. A seminar dedicated to this book was held at the
Faculty of Asian and Middle Eastern Studies, University
of Cambridge, in 2025.

ZheGui

Zhe Gui adopts a
near-sociological lens,
centering on decon-
structing the entangle-
ment of money, power
and emotion within
specific commercial
contexts. Employing a
plain prose style, he
builds narratives from
the detail of business
cases and workplaces,
lending his fiction a
sharp social realism.
In doing so, he offers
a unique literary window onto the
mechanisms and social ethics be-
hind China's economic rise.

Born in Zhejiang in 1973, Zhe
Gui is the author of numerous published works, includ-
ing the novels Metal Heart, Butterfly Transformation,All
theTrivial Things and The Story of Car Manufacturing, as
well as the non-fiction work Jinxiang. He is the recipient
of numerous literary awards such as the Lu Xun Literary
Prize, Yu Dafu Short Story Prize, and the Lin Jinlan
Short Story Prize.

His work has been translated into numerous languag-
es including English, Russian, Korean, and Arabic, with
the novella Fleeing Xinhe Street published in English by
Penguin UK, and Jinxiang published in Arabic. The
Leeds Centre for New Chinese Writing, in its review of
Fleeing Xinhe Street, observed that“the era of China's
reform and opening has long demanded a classic novel
to match its spirit, and Zhe Gui's novella is undoubtedly
a strong candidate”.

Zhe Gui currently serves as vice chairman of Zheji-
ang Writers Association and editor- in-chief of the liter-
ary magazine Jiangnan.
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